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CAOMS STATEWIDE CONFERENCE 2024 
Program 

 
 

“O&M: The happiest Profession on earth” 
Hyatt Regency Orange county 

Friday December 6th 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Saturday December 7th 7:00 a.m. – 5 pm 

 
 
 

Friday December 6th 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
Registration and Social Mixer  

Harbor Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 
 
 
 
 

Saturday December 7th 
7:00 am 

Registration opens/continental breakfast 
Harbor Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 

7:45 am – 7:55 am 
Introduction/opening address 

Nicholas Casias 
CAOMS President 

Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 
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8:00 am – 9:00 am – 1 CEU 
“Accessible Wayfinding Tools for Education” 

Mike May 
Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 
 
 

9:15 am – 10:45 am – 1.5 CEU 
Concurrent Sessions (Choose One) 

 

“From Busy to Balanced” 

Erica Hogle and Cyndi Davis 
Salon 7 & 8, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 

“Collaborative Workshop on Revising The Guidelines for 
programs Serving Students with Visual Impairments” 

Adrian Amandi 
Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 
 

11:00 am – 12 pm – 1 CEU 
Concurrent Sessions (Choose One) 

 
 

“Growing the vision rehabilitation Workforce”  
Allison Burdett 

Salon 7 & 8, North Tower, 2nd Floor  
 
 

“Rainy Day O&M Play” 
Jaye Shupin 

Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 
 
 

 



 3 

Lunch 
12 pm – 1 pm 

Harbor Room, North Tower, 2nd floor 
 
 

 
 
 

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm – 1CEU 
Concurrent sessions (choose one) 

 
 

“A happy Internship site for students in the  
Orientation and mobility program” – 

Braille Institute Staff 
Salon 7 & 8, North Tower, 2nd Floor  

 
 

“The Impact of Adaptive Sports on 
Orientation and Mobility” –  

Jason Esterhuizen 
Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm – 1 CEU 
 

“Supporting the Mental health of  
Blind and Low Vision Individuals” –  

May Nguyen 
Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

3:45 pm – 5:15 pm – 1.5 ceu 
concurrent sessions (choose one) 

 
 

 “Meaningful O&M for Students with 
Multiple Disabilities” –  

Stephanie Herlich and Shelby Zimmerman 
Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 

 
       
 

“A Matter of Balance Program” –  
Silvia Vargas and Griselda Peña 

Salon 7 & 8, North Tower, 2nd Floor  
 

 
 

5:30 pm – 6:00 pm – 0.5 CEU 
CAOMS General Meeting 

Pacific Room, North Tower, 2nd Floor 
 
 

 
 

CAOMS CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Nicholas Casias – Conference chair 

 
Conference Committee members: 

Lalo Quezada 
Nicole myers 

Xiomara Mejia 
Diana Herrera-perez 

Sarah majidzadeh 
Samantha Stephan 

Krista Ritter 
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CAOMS OFFICERS 
NORTHERN CHAPTER 

 
Maura Wong, President 

Sarah Wagner-Sheridan, President-Elect 
Andrea Scarpetta, Secretary 

Gary Ginzler, Treasurer 
Emily Chambers, membership 

Faith Dunham-Sims, board member 
Jaye Shupin, board member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caoms officers 
SOUTHERN CHAPTER 

 
Nicholas casias, president 

Nicole Myers, president-elect 
Lalo Quezada, secretary 

Sarah majidzadeh, treasurer 
Xiomara mejia, membership 

Vince fazzi, sr., board member 
Diana Herrera-perez, board member 
Hangameh Mousavi, Board Member 
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PRESENTER BIOS/CONTACT INFO. 

 
 
Jason Esterhuizen, Player for the San Gabriel Valley 
Panthers Beep Baseball Team and Outreach and 
Development Boardmember for SoCal Beep Baseball 
Association  
 

jesterhuizen@wayfinderfamily.org 
 

Adrian Amandi is the Director of the California Education 
Resource Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 
the California School for the Blind. Adrian has a 
multitude of experiences ranging from coordinating the 
Assistive Technology Center at CSB to in-home infant 
services at BCLC. Adrian is a Professor at San Francisco 
State University and is currently leading the revision of 
the California Guidelines for Programs Serving Students 
with Visual Impairments. He has worked in self-contained 
classrooms and itinerant settings; and is presently 
working at CSB to provide consultation, assessment, and 
technical assistance, without cost, to the entire state of 
California through the Education Resource Center.  
 

aamandi@csb-cde.ca.gov 
 

 
 
Silvia Vargas has worked with adult learners in private 
agencies and government organizations for over 20 
years. In 2018, She began the fall prevention program at 
the Long Beach VA blind rehabilitation center.  
 

silvia.vargas@va.gov 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jesterhuizen@wayfinderfamily.org
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Griselda Peña has worked as an Orientation and Mobility 
instructor with young adults and older adults in non-

profit organizations for over 13 years and has 
worked  for the  Long Beach VA Blind Rehabilitation 

Center for over a year. She has also been working part 
time  as a mobility video grader for  research companies 
with patients with Retinitis Pigmentosa for over 6 years. 

 
ggarcia2529@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Karen Esquival-Mayes is the Orientation and Mobility Team 
Lead for Braille Institute. As Lead, Karen created 
partnerships with Cal State LA, San Francisco State and 
the University of Pittsburg’s Special Education/O&M 
Departments to use Braille Institute as an internship site 
with seven locations to choose from across southern 
California. Karen is a member of Los Angeles Metro’s 
Accessibility Advisory Committee. She has partnered with 
Metro on several projects aimed to increase accessibility 
of all riders across the numerous transportation options 
in Greater Los Angeles as well as provide sensitivity 
training to bus operators. Karen brings twelve years of 
experience as a certified Orientation and Mobility 
Specialist in a non-profit setting. Karen holds a Master’s 
degree in Special Education in Visual Impairments in O&M 
from Cal State University, Los Angeles. 
 

marissa Sylvester, martha Neri, Keema Mcclung, Tzeng 
Haw-yen provide O&M instruction to adults and/or 

seniors adjusting to age-related vision loss through 
Braille Institute 

 
Kkmayes@brailleinstitute.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Kkmayes@brailleinstitute.org
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Jaye Shupin is a Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialist 
who graduated from the San Francisco State University 
O&M program. She has been an O&M Specialist at various 
school districts in northern California for almost 25 
years. While she worked with adults during the first 3 
years of her career, her passion always has been her O&M 
work with children, mostly because she loves to play. 
Jaye also holds a Masters of Social Work degree. Before 
becoming an O&M Specialist she worked for 15 years in 
the social service sector supporting individuals with 
developmental disabilities. In addition to play, Jaye’s 
hobbies are play, play, play, pets, play, and reading. 
 

mobilityj@gmail.com 
 
 
Allison Burdett is Chief Program Officer for Braille 
Institute and brings more than fifteen years of experience 
within non-profit disability services, including 
certification as an Orientation and Mobility Specialist. 
Prior to joining Braille, she led all statewide BVI 
programs at Wayfinder Family Services for ten years, and 
worked in Early Intervention services for Therapeutic 
Living Centers for the Blind in Reseda, CA. She has served 
on the board for the California Agencies for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired and also the California Association 
of Private Special Education Schools. Allison holds a 
Master’s degree in Special Education from San Francisco 
State University and a Bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology 
from Westmont College. 
 

aburdett@brailleinstitute.org  
 

 
 
 

mailto:mobilityj@gmail.com
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May Nguyen is a Licensed Educational Psychologist and 
Nationally Certified School Psychologist serving the 
California School of the Blind Assessment Center. To 
give back to the field, she serves as a National 
Association of School Psychologists (NASP) BVIPsych 
Interest Group Co-Coordinator and has been an adjunct 
faculty member for the School Psychology Program at 
California State University, East Bay. She also co-
founded Resilient Minds Collective, a private practice of 
Licensed Educational Psychologists who provide 
assessments, mental health support, and educational 
resources to individuals with diverse needs. 
 

mnguyen@csb-cde.ca.gov 
 
Erica Hogle is currently the Short-Term Programs 
Coordinator for the California School for the Blind and 
has been a COMS for over ten years. Her involvement in 
the field includes teaching university courses for the 
O&M program at SFSU and delivering services abroad, 
including places such as Argentina, Lebanon and Uruguay 
 

ehogle@csb-cde.ca.gov 
 

Shelby Zimmerman (TSVI, COMS, GDMI) works on the 
Assessment team at California School for the Blind, with 
Occupaws Guide Dog Association, and as a lecturer at San 
Francisco State University. Additional experience 
includes teaching orientation and mobility and 
independent living skills to children and adults, 
supervising university student teachers, and developing a 
guide dog instructor trainee program in Uruguay.  
 

szimmerman@csb-cde.ca.gov 
 
 

mailto:ehogle@csb-cde.ca.gov
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Mike may has been a pioneer in new product development 
since 1980 and was inducted into the Consumer 
Technology Hall of Fame. He has worked for the CIA, 
Bank of California, TRW, Arkenstone, and was founder 
and CEO of Sendero Group, developers of the first 
accessible GPS. He was the CEO of the Seattle 
lighthouse, Executive director of envision WIC and Chief 
Evangelist at GoodMaps indoor navigation. Mike 
currently consults for the American Printing  House. He 
has been the principle investigator on several US federal 
grants to advance wayfinding technologies around the 
world.  

mm@mikemay.org 
 

Stephanie Herlich, MA, a Teacher of Students with Visual 
Impairments and Orientation and Mobility Specialist for 
20+ years, coordinates the Assessment Center at 
California School for the Blind, is an educational 
consultant for Exceptional Teaching, and lectures at 
San Francisco State University. She authored The 
Mangold Braille Program, Unit 3 UEB (Exceptional 
Teaching), co-authored Getting to Know You: A Social 
Skills Curriculum for Students Who Are Visually 
Impaired and Their Sighted Peers (APH), and was a 
contributing author of Learning to Listen Listening to 
Learn, (APH) and ECC Essentials; Teaching the Expanded 
Core Curriculum to Students with Visual Impairments 
(APH).  

sherlich@csb-cde.ca.gov 
 

 
 
 
 

Also a Special Thanks to our vendors: 
 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 
 

Glidance.io 

mailto:mm@mikemay.org
mailto:sherlich@csb-cde.ca.gov

