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The Readiness Checklist
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Readiness Categories for Guide Dog
ility

1. Motivational Readiness

2. Psychological, Cognitive & Emotional Readiness

3. Physical Readiness

4. Environmental Readiness

5. Sensory Readiness

6. Accommodation & Dog Care Readiness

7. Adult Learning Readiness

8. Social Readiness Related to Guide Dog Mobility

9. Dog Knowledge Readiness



1. Motivational Readiness

Readiness Indicators:

1. Is the client motivated primarily by the goal of achieving
independent mobility with a guide dog?
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1. Motivational Readiness

Readiness Indicators:

2. Is the client prepared for a major commitment in order
to be successful?




1. Motivational Readiness

3. Is the client prepared to play their role in the
person & guide dog relationship to become a
successful team ?




1. Motivational Readiness

Readiness Indicators:

4. Does the client understand that a guide dog requires
024/7,365 days a year & care?




1. Motivational Readiness

5. Is the client prepared for the long term responsibility
of caring for a guide dog?

6. Is the client positive about living with a guide dog
when it is off - duty and forming a long -term
relationship?

© Can Stock Photo



. Psychological, cognitive & emotional

readiness
Readiness Indicators:
Cognitive:
7. Does the client have any cognitive challenges?
8. Will the client be able to comprehend and remember
skills and apply them independently over the long term?
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2. Psychological, cognitive &
emotional readiness

Readiness Indicators:

9. Will the client be able to process sensory input and
make decisions quickly enough while  multi -tasking ?




2. Psychological, cognitive &
emotional readiness

Emotional readiness:

10. Is the client emotionally stable so they can form a
long term relationship with a guide dog and respond/attend
to its physical and emotional needs ?




2. Psychological, cognitive &
emotional readiness

Readiness Indicators

Maturity

11. Does the client have the necessary level of maturity to be
successful? ' '




3. Physical Readiness

Readiness Indicators:

12. Does the client have the necessary strength?

13. Does the client have the necessary motor skills
reflexes , flexibility and coordination?



3. Physical Readiness

Readiness Indicators:

14. Does the client have the capacity to walk for approximately
20 minutes?

15. Does the client have the ability to maintain  balance?

16. Does the client have the ability to react quickly enough?

A range of clients can achieve physical
readiness:
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3. Physical Readiness
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A client with a minor gait deviation and balance issue:




3. Physical Readiness

A client with a major gait deviation and balance issue:




